
 

Threats to the Taiga: LEEPH 

Logging for softwood (housing, furniture, matches) 
Exploitation of fossil fuels (extraction of gas and oil)# 
e.g. Tar sand is earth containing a thick, black oil, which can be processed into 
fossil fuels, e.g. petrol, tar sands are found underneath taiga forests, e.g. in 
Canada. This can cause large scale deforestation. 
Exploitation of minerals (iron ore, gold, copper and silver) 
Pulp and paper production  
HEP (dams to create hydroelectricity) 
Loss of biodiversity is also caused by… 
Acid Rain - Sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides dissolve in water in the 
atmosphere. Acids are deposited via precipitation. 
Fires – Climate change is leading to warmer, drier conditions leading to wildfires. 
Pests – e.g. Spruce Bark Beetles attack Spruce trees. 
Disease – More diseases survive in warmer climates. 

Paper 3: Forests under Threat KO8/9 

Conservation of the Taiga: 
Creation of Wilderness Areas – Human activity is banned / 
Can be hard to police 
Creation of National Parks – Logging & mining are not 
permitted / sometimes don’t consider the needs of 
indigenous people. 
Sustainable Forestry – Selective logging / some countries 
struggle to enforce the restrictions e.g. in Russia. 
Some people think the taiga forests should be protected. 
Other people think that the forest and its natural resources 
should be exploited. You need to know reasons for each e.g. 
Carbon store, extinction, indigenous people / 
resources/industry/wealth 



 

Threats to the tropical rainforests CLUMPH – Direct Threats 

Cattle ranching / subsistence farming 

Logging for fuel wood and furniture 

Urbanisation for housing 

Mining for resources and minerals e.g. gold, copper and iron ore 

Hydroelectric power production – Building dams floods large areas 

Loss of biodiversity is also caused by… Indirect threats 
Climate change can cause the temperature to increase and precipitation 
decrease, which leads to drought. 
Droughts lead to ecosystem stress as plants and animals are adapted to moist 
conditions so many species die. Drought can also lead to forest fires which 
destroy large areas of forest. 
 

Conservation of the tropical rainforest: 

The rate of deforestation varies from place to place. Deforestation is rising in Borneo and 

Nigeria due to poverty, population growth, foreign debt and economic development (building 

roads). 

However, in Costa Rica and Brazil the government has invested in eco-tourism and pays 

landowners to reforest areas. Some companies are named and shamed for their deforestation 

and many have pledge to zero-deforestation. Monitoring systems e.g. Global Forest Watch 

(GFW) provides satellite data to track forest loss. This means authorities can act quickly to stop 

illegal logging. 

For levels 4+ PRACTICE writing out your responses to exam 

questions. 



 
For levels 4+ Read, highlight, make notes and create a revision card for the rainforest and taiga forest 


