
Anglo-Saxon England & 
The Norman Conquest 

1060-1066

Lesson/Enquiry 
Question

Essential Knowledge Questions

1) Introducing Anglo-
Saxon Society –

Society, 
Settlements

How was Anglo-
Saxon society 
structured?

1. What was life like for those living in Anglo-Saxon England?
2. Who made up the Anglo-Saxon social system?
3. What were the main kingdoms in Anglo-Saxon society?
4. Compare the similarities and differences between medieval 

villages and towns.
5. What were the most important duties of a monarch?

2) Church, Economy & 
The Government 

How effective was 
Anglo-Saxon 

government in 
enforcing law and 
order to maintain 

control? 

1. How did religion and the church influence Anglo-Saxon 
society?

2. Compare the similarities and differences between the village 
and urban economies.

3. Why was the Witan important in Anglo-Saxon society? What 
were the limitations?

4. How powerful were earls in Anglo-Saxon society?
5. What were the shires and the hundreds? What was the Fyrd?
6. How did the Anglo-Saxon legal system maintain control and 

enforce law?

3) House Of Godwin & 
Introducing Exam 

Practice – 4/12 Markers 

Why was the House 
of Godwin so 

powerful in Anglo-
Saxon society? 

1. Who was Earl Godwin?
2. Who inherited Wessex from Earl Godwin?
3. How did political marriages give Godwin’s power within 

England?
4. How did the Godwin’s secure military and economic power?

4)  King Edward, Embassy 
to Normandy & the Tostig 

Rebellion (4 Markers)

How significant was 
the Embassy of 

Normandy and the 
Tostig Rebellion? 

1. What were the strengths and weaknesses of King Edward the 
Confessor? 

2. Why was Harold Godwinson popular amongst the English 
population?

3. What was the Embassy to Normandy?
4. What were the main outcomes of the Embassy to Normandy? 
5. Why did the people of Northumbria never fully accept Tostig as 

earl?
6. Why did the Northumbrian rebellion result in Tostig being 

exiled? 

5) Death of King Edward & 
Succession Crisis (16 

Marker Plan)

How did King Edward’s 
death lead to the 
succession crisis?

1. What were the English customs of succession? 
2. Why did the death of King Edward led to a succession crisis? 
3. What were the main claims/promises of King Edward’s 

contenders to the throne?
4. Why did the Witan support Harold Godwinson’s claim to the 

throne? 
5. Why was Harold Godwinson crowned king on the 5th January 

1066?
6. Why did the succession crisis lead to instability in England?

6) Gate Fulford & 
Stamford Bridge

What were the 
consequences of the 

Battles of Gate Fulford 
and Stamford Bridge?

1. Why was there a Battle at Gate Fulford?
2. What strategies did the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings use a Gate 

Fulford?
3. Why were the Vikings victorious at the Battle of Gate Fulford?
4. How did Harold Godwinson use the Battle of Gate Fulford to his 

advantage before the Stamford Bridge battle?
5. Why was Hardrada’s army unprepared to fight at Stamford 

Bridge?
6. Why was Harold Godwinson victorious at the Battle of Stamford 

Bridge? 
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Anglo-Saxon England & The 
Norman Conquest

Lesson/Enquiry 
Question

Essential Knowledge Questions

7) Hastings Why was William 
victorious at the 

Battle of Hastings? 

1. Why was William of Normandy’s invasion delayed? Why 
did he want to invade England?

2. Why was Harold Godwinson’s army weakened before the 
Battle of Hastings?

3. What tactics were deployed by Harold and William’s armies 
at Hastings?

4. How did William’s leadership skills lead to his victory at 
Hastings?

5. Why was William of Normandy victorious at the Battle of 
Hastings?

8) Revision & Assessment (4 + 
12 + 16 marker)

What was the main 
reason for William’s 

victory at the Battle of 
Hastings? 

1. Describe two features of the social system.
2. Explain why there was a succession crisis in 1066.
3. “The tactics of William of Normandy was the main reason 

for his victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066”. How far do 
you agree? (Bullet points: Feigned retreat and Stamford 
Bridge). 

Topic 2

9) Securing Power How did William 
attempt secure power 
in England following 

his victory at 
Hastings?

1. What initial resistance did William experience after his 
victory at Hastings?

2. How did William’s actions lead to the submission of the 
earls?

3. Why was the submission of the Earls significant?
4. How did William reward his followers after Hastings?
5. How did William try to rule over the Anglo-Saxons?

10) William Securing Power –
William’s Problems - Submission 

of the Earls, Motte & Bailey 
Castles, Marcher Earldoms & 

Rewarding Followers 

How did castles and 
marcher earldoms 

help William secure 
the kingdom?

1. What were the marcher earldoms?
2. How did the marcher earldoms help William secure power?
3. What are the key features of Norman Motte and Bailey 

Castles?
4. Why did William order castles to be built?
5. How important were castles to securing and maintaining 

power for William?

11) Introducing Anglo-Saxon 
Resistance – Edwin, Morcar, 

Edgar and Hereward Rebellions 
(1068-1071)

Why did the Anglo-
Saxon resistance 
breakout and fail 

against William from 
1068-1071?

(SHORTEN/REDUCE 
QUESTIONS)

1. Why did Edwin and Morcar revolt against William in 1068?
2. What was the outcome of this revolt?
3. What were the causes of Edgar Aethling 1069 rebellion?
4. What were the main events in the first and second 

rebellions?
5. How was William experiencing multiple threats in 1069?
6. How did William deal with the threat of Edgar’s rebellion?
7. Why did Hereward the Wake have support in 1070-1071?
8. Why were the Normans victorious at the Ely rebellion of 

1070-71?

12) Harrying of the North How did the Harrying 
of the North lead to 

William securing 
power over England?

1. What were the causes behind the Harrying of the North?
2. What were William’s motives surrounding this event?
3. How damaging was the event upon the English population? 
4. What were the short and long-term effects of the Harrying 

of the North? 

13) Landownership & Royal 
Power

How did King William I 
maintain power after 

Anglo-Saxon 
resistance? 

1. How did King William change land ownership in England?
2. How did the Domesday book support King William?
3. How did King William improve his strengthen through 

landownership?  
4. How did King William maintain power after the rebellions? 
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Anglo-Saxon England & The Norman 
Conquest

Lesson/Enquiry Question Essential Knowledge Questions

14) Revolt of the Earls (1075) Why did the 1075 Revolt 
of the Earls fail against 

King William I? 

1. Why did Roger, Ralph and Waltheof revolt in 
1075? 

2. How did the earls plan on overthrowing King 
William I?

3. Why did the 1075 Revolt of the Earls fail?
4. What happened to earls Ralph, Roger and 

Waltheof?
5. What were the effects of the 1075 revolts? 

15) Assessment – Topic 1 & 2 How did William secure his kingdom between 1066-1087?

Topic 3

16) The Feudal System & Norman 
Churches 

How did King William I 
change the social and 
religious structure of 

England?

1. What was the ‘feudal system’? How is this different 
from the Anglo-Saxon social system?

2. What was the role of the feudal system in supporting 
King William?

3. Why were the tenants-in-chief and knights 
important to William?

4. Why was the feudal system introduced? (Purpose) 
5. What is the role of church the Anglo-Saxon 

churches?
6. What were the roles of Archbishops Stigand and 

Lanfranc?
7. What was the relationship between the Church and 

government?
8. How did Lanfranc reform the church? What 

opposition did he face?
9. How did Anglo-Saxon society and economy change 

under William?

17) Norman Government & The 
Domesday Book/Survey

How did King William I 
change the governance of 

England?

1. How did William I change the government of 
England after Hastings?

2. Why was the power of the earls limited during 
William’s reign?

3. What was the role of regents, sheriffs and 
demesnes?

4. How did the Forest Laws show the power of King 
William I?

5. How significant was the Domesday Book for Norman 
government?

18) The Norman Aristocracy & 
Catch Up 

How significant was 
Bishop Odo within the 
Norman Aristocracy?  

1. What was the Norman aristocracy influence culture 
and language?

2. Why was Odo important to King William? 
3. How did Odo play an important role under William 

after conquest?

19)  William & His Son’s –
Disputed Succession

Why was there disputed 
succession following the 
death of King William I?

1. What were the key characteristics and qualities of 
King William I?

2. Who were William’s children? What were their 
roles?

3. Why did Robert revolt against his father (William)?
4. What decisions were made by Robert & William 

after the revolt?
5. What were William’s weaknesses during the revolt? 

(1079 Focus)
6. Why was their a succession dispute following King 

William’s death?
7. How did William Rufus become the King of England? 

What happened to Robert of Normandy and Bishop 
Odo? 



Year 10 Topic 2 Migration 
Lesson/Enquiry question Essential knowledge questions

1.1 The context for migration 
800-1500

Lesson 1: Introduction 1. What are the different types of migrant?
2. Which groups had invaded England prior 

to the 9th Century?
3. Why was England a target for invaders?

1.2 The experience and impact of 
migrants 800-1500

Lesson 3: How did the Normans change 
England? 
Lesson 4: How did other migrants impact 
England? 
Lesson 5: What were the experiences of 
Medieval migrants in Britain? 
Lesson 6: Module summary and 
assessment.

L3:  Mainly recap from AS topic
1. How did England change under the 

Normans?
2. Why was Jewish immigration encouraged 

under the Normans?
L4:
1. Why did many migrate to Britain during the 

Medieval period?
2. How did migration impact Medieval Britain?
L5:
1. How did the church affect migration?
2. What was denization, and how did it affect 

migrants?
3. How were Jewish people mistreated during 

the Medieval period?
4. Which migrant groups prospered in Medieval 

England?

1.3 Case study: York under the 
Vikings 

Lesson 2: What impact did the Vikings have 
on York, England? 

1. What happened in Lindisfarne in 793AD?
2. Why did many Vikings decide to settle in 

York?
3. What was the Danelaw?
4. How did the Vikings change York?
5. Why did the Vikings convert to 

Christianity?
6. What happened on St Brice’s Day 1002?
7. How did migrant rulers assimilate in 

England?

2.1 The context for migration 1500-
1700

Lesson 1: What was life like in 16th-17th

century England?
Why did people migrate to Britain?

1. What religious changes occurred in this 
period? 

2. Who were the Huguenots and the 
Palatines?

3. Explain how the Civil War affected 
England’s government.

4. What company did Queen Elizabeth I set 
up for trading?

5. Why did England's economy improve?
6. Who migrated to England during this time 

and why?

2.2 The experience and impact of 
migrants 1500-1700

Lesson 2: What were the experiences of 
migrants in Renaissance England?

1. What skills did Huguenots bring to 
England?

2. Why did the Palatines face problems in 
England? What was the outcome for 
them?

3. Explain what life was like for Jewish 
communities in England. 

4. Explain the development of persecution of 
gypsies.

5. Give two examples of African migrants and 
their experiences.

6. Why did some have child servants?
7. What job opportunities did migrants have 

in this period?



Lesson/Enquiry question Essential knowledge questions

2.2 The experience and impact of migrants 
1500-1700 (continued)

Lesson 3: How did the migrants impact 
16th-17th century England?

1. How did the Huguenots change 
England’s economy?

2. How did Jewish financers and 
merchants impact England?

3. How did Dutch migrants impact 
the Fens and in turn, England?

4. Explain how the migrants 
impacted England’s culture 
(language, fashion, history and 
art)

2.3 Case studies 
Sandwich and Canterbury 
Huguenots 

Lesson 4: Case studies: Sandwich and 
Canterbury in the 16th century.

Lesson 5: Review and assessment

1. Where are the towns of Sandwich 
and Canterbury? Why were they 
declining?

2. Who were ‘the strangers’? Why 
were they called this?

3. Why did Sandwich need Flemish 
migrants?

4. Explain the successes of the 
Flemish community in Sandwich 
and any limitations to this.

5. Who were the Walloons? Why 
did they settle in Canterbury?

6. What are the similarities and 
differenced between these two 
case studies?

3.1 The context for migration 1700-1900 1. To what extent did life change for people 
in Britain during the Industrial Revolution

2. How did internal migration impact 
Britain?

3. How did the British Empire impact 
migration?

What was life like for poor, working class 
people during the Industrial Revolution?

What is internal migration?

How did the transatlantic slave trade drive 
migration?

3.2 The experience and impact of migrants 
1700-1900

4. What were the experiences of migrants 
who arrived to Britain?

5. What economic, social, and cultural 
changes did migrants bring to Britain?

Assessment

Why was there a surge of Irish migrants 
that came to Britain?

Who settled in Britain during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?

How were Jewish migrants treated?

How did migrants impact religion in 
Britain?

3.3 Case studies: Liverpool and Jewish 
migrants to the East End. 

1. What impact did Liverpool have on 
migration?

2. What were the experiences of  Jewish 
migrants in East End??

What caused the Industrial growth in 
Liverpool?

Why did the number of Irish migrants 
moving to Liverpool increase in the 1840s.

Why is Liverpool in the 1800s described as 
a ‘multicultural city’?

How welcome were Jewish migrants to the 
East End?



Lesson/Enquiry question Essential knowledge questions

4.1 The 
context for 
Migration 
1900-present 

1. What changed in the 20th

century that led to people 
migrating?

1. How did the end of the British Empire lead 
to migration to Britain?

2. How did the World Wars affect migration?
3. How did migrants help rebuild Britain after 

1945?
4. How did the EU affect migration to 

Britain?
5. How have conflict and persecution 

affected migration to Britain?

4.2 The 
experience 
and impact of 
migrants 1900-
present 

2, What were the 
experiences of migrants to 
Britain in the 20th century?

3. What impact did migrants 
have on Britain?

1. How did people react to black and Asian 
men after the world wars?

2. What did Enoch Powell’s Rivers of blood 
speech show?

3. What was the battle of Cable Street?
4. How did the government react to the 

treatment of migrants?

1. What impact have migrants had on politics and 
parliament?
2. How have migrants impacted public services?
3. What impact have migrants had on culture and 
cities in Britain?

4.3 Case 
studies 
Bristol
Leicester 

4. What have been the 
experiences of migrants in 
Bristol and what has been 
their impact on society?

5. What has been the 
experience of Asian 
migrants in Leicester from 
1945?

1. Why did people migrate to Bristol?
2. How were migrants to Bristol treated?
3. What was the Bristol bus Boycott? 
4. What has been the cultural impact on 

Bristol of migrants?

5. Why did people migrate to Leicester?
6. How were migrants to Leicester treated?
7. What has been the economic impact of 

Asian migration to Leicester?
8. What has been the cultural impact of 

migration to Leicester?

5. Notting Hill-
The historic 
Environment 

1.Why did people migrate to 
Notting Hill? 

2. Why was housing a problem 
in Notting Hill?

3. How did Caribbean culture 
develop in Notting Hill?

4. How did racism affect 
Notting Hill?

5. How did black activism 
develop in the area?

(Throughout) How did the local 
and national context affect 
Notting hill? 

• Why was Brain in need of migrants after 1945?
• How important was the Empire and the 

Commonwealth?
• What employment opportunities were in 

Britain? 

• Why was housing in such high demand?
• What was a HMO?
• Why was Peter Rachman a controversial figure?
• How did Bruce Kenrick help the housing 

situation?
• What influence did the Portobello road market 

have?

• How significant was All saints road?
• How did black people create successful 

businesses?



Lesson/Enquiry 
question 

Essential knowledge questions

5. Notting Hill- The 
historic Environment 

1.Why did people 
migrate to Notting Hill? 

2. Why was housing a 
problem in Notting Hill?

3. How did Caribbean 
culture develop in 
Notting Hill?

4. How did racism affect 
Notting Hill?

5. How did black 
activism develop in the 
area?

(Throughout) How did 
the local and national 
context affect Notting 
hill? 

• Why was Brain in need of migrants after 
1945?

• How important was the Empire and the 
Commonwealth?

• What employment opportunities were in 
Britain? 

• Why was housing in such high demand?
• What was a HMO?
• Why was Peter Rachman a controversial 

figure?
• How did Bruce Kenrick help the housing 

situation?
• What influence did the Portobello road 

market have?

• How significant was All saints road?
• How did black people create successful 

businesses?
• How did entertainment develop in Notting 

hill?
• What were mutual organisations?

• How big a problem was racism in the police?
• What is institutional racism?
• Who were the ani immigrant groups and 

what impact did they have?
• What were the causes, events and effects of 

the Notting hill riots?
• How significant was the murder of Kelso 

Cochrane?
• Who was Oswald Moseley?

• How important was Claudia Jones?
• Did the Notting hill carnival improve race 

relations?
• Who were the BBP?
• What was the significance of Frank Critchlow 

and the Mangrove restaurant? 
• Who were the Mangrove 9?
• What happened at the Mangrove march?


